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st cutnsert’s has attained the highest pinnacle of honour in the commercial life
of the land with two firsts.  On 20th December 1964 as the first co-operative society
in Britain to be awarded the coveted right to put up the Royal ™ By Appomnmment "
sign over the door and on joth June 1966 this was crowned with the visit of Her Majesty
the Queen and His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh—the first reigning monarch
to officially visit a Brinsh co-operative.

However, this high distinction did not go to St Cuthbert’s for its services to the
Royal houschold as provision merchants, nor yet as dairymen, butchers, drapers, or
any other of the more everyday facets of its huge enterprise. The Royal Warrant of
Appointment was awarded under the clear-cut and very special title of ™ Coachpainters
tor the Queen™.

This is no empty “ courtesy " title. It is the Roval scal of approval for serviee
and craftmanship of the highest possible standard over a period of years: and, of course,
sheer hard toil.

But the prosaic term ™ Coachpainters 7 in this case covers so very much more than
the word indicates. For, in actual fact, St Cuthbert’s, in Edinburgh's Fountainbridge
district, is the unobtrusive, unpublicised workshop of the famous Royal Mews at
Buckingham Palace ; the vital maintenance side of an institution which reaches back
over centuries of our Monarchy.

St Cuthbert's association with the RH":'JI] Mews began m 19543 with the Queen's
State visit to Edinburgh, but, besides the important State occasions such as the
Coronation procession, the ceremonial drives of visiting monarchs and heads of State,
there is a steady two-way trathe of coaches of some sort or other either on their way
up to Edinburgh from the Royal Mews or on their way South after renewal or repair.

In the long history of St Cuthbert’s there has never been a more memorable occasion
than the day Her Majesty and His Royal Highness visited the transport department under
which all this work for the Royal houschold comes.

Memorable in that Her Majesty and the Duke so obviously enjoyed every moment
of their visit and how, in her own delightful way, Her Majesty made all concerned
aware of her appreciation and gratitude for the arrangements made.

The following pages portray some of the interesting highlights of the Royal Tour,

Her Majesty the Queen
and His Royal Highness,
the Duke of Edinburgh,

are greeted by Lord
Provost Herberr Brechin
on entering St Cuthbert's
Transport Yard in
Gardner's Crescent.
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Mr George Gay, President
ot St Cuthbert's, 15
presented to the Queen
by the Lord Provost,

[he Royal party
move off on their towr
J of inspection.







The farriers at work

Pt
shoeing a piebald milk
lorev horse, Great interest
was taken by the Duke
of Edimburgh in this work

Her Majesty discusses
the repair of some of
her own harness with
Lord Provost Brechin,

As a supreme example ot
the saddler's art the silver-
mounted carriage harness
inscribed with the crest Saddler, Andrew Banks, Horse-collar maker.
of the Marchioness of makimg kev ring fobs
Bute was displayed. for the half-crown roll
wer the Forth Rooad Bridge.

Willie T avlor, who miakes
¥
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The Duke of Edinburgh
and Colonel John Miller,
the Crown Equerry,
INSPCE 2 Wagonette,

Her Majesty,
sov relaxed and inrerested
in everything,

Her Majesty checks
the details on an

Itish Jaunting-car while
inspecting a display

of twenty vintage

CATTIALICS,

“ 1 think it a very good
idea,” said the Cueen
when, warchied by
Mr Gav, she went o
the drving=scat of 3
miobile bakery van to see
the new mirror safery
device through which
the driver can see if

1 1 v
children are plaving

behind the rear wheels

Her Majesty recognises
the Govertiess Car

msed tor bamily outings,
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[he Queen showed
considerable imterest i
the work of the whecl-
wrizhts and the various
woods emploved.

Below fefi

Mr Frentice points out
the vaned work carried
vt 1:"-. cralisimen on

the repairs to wheels and
the fitting of solid rubber

IVTes to Site coa hes.
Below rivht

[he fmished arncle
the pride and joy of
the wheelwrizht, the
blacksmith and the

coach painter.

Her Majesey inspects
metal workers, mechanics
aind electricians doing
repairs to lamps from

State coaches.

Stately clegance is
portrayed i this
picture of a refurbished
State coach lamp.




new rubber
of her State coaches,




[he Queen recog
an old friend—a gig-
which she uses while on
holiday at Balmoral,
o deown,

Her Majesty 15
obviously delig







Watched by General Manager, David Shaw, A most friendlv and successful visic over
mnd George Gav, President, Her Majesty s I.I'l_'-\.'-1|'||,'|.l.'||'.|'.; to her car

Her Majesty signs the visitors” book bv Lord Provost Brechin
at the end of her tour



The Roval party take their leave with a most sincere
send-off by the children from neighbouring schools,
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