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Scotmid is Scotland’s largest independent co-operative and has been at the
heart of Scottish communities since 1859. Our businesses include Scotmid
Co-operative, Lakes & Dales Co-operative, Semichem, Funeral Directors, Post
Offices and our property division. The Society employs almost 3,500 people
in Scotland, Northern Ireland and the North of England.

Scotmid is a co-operative society, owned by its members, who each have an
equal say in how we are run.

Our core purpose is to serve our local communities and improve people’s
everyday lives.
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Scotmid as a Charity Partnership

We actively collaborate with our charity partners to develop meaningful and engaging
fundraising initiatives together. Our approach ensures that each partnership is built on
shared values, fostering deeper connections between our customers, colleagues and
members, and the causes we support.

What makes us different is our hands-on involvement in working with our charity partners to
create and deliver impactful fundraising events. By working side by side, we empower our
charity partners, our teams, and local communities to play an active role in fundraising
efforts, ensuring a greater sense of ownership and shared success. We believe that
successful partnership is both sides fully committing to making a difference together.

Our charity partnerships are rooted in genuine engagement. We don’t just support charities
from a distance—we work together and become part of their journey. This community-first
approach strengthens relationships, drives innovation in fundraising, and maximises the
positive impact we can have together.

Let's join forces, get creative, and make a lasting impact.
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Charity Partnership Fundraising

We have supported many great causes through our charity partnerships.
The majority of funds raised are generated through colleague-led
fundraising initiatives across our stores, sites, and offices.

2013-2024 Charity Partnerships - £3,254,000 raised

£274,000 £280,000

£295,000 M Prostate Cancer UK 2013/14

£370,000 m Anthony Nolan 2014/15

Alzheimers Scotland* 2015/16
Childline 2016/17

£375,000 m Samaritans 2017/18

£375,000 m Scottish SPCA* 2018/19

M Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland 2019/20

B CHAS* 2020/22

£300,000
B Guide Dogs Scotland* 2022/23

£345,000 H RNLI 2023/24

£325,000
- £315,000

* Lead partner
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Selection Timeline

Early March 2025

Applications open

18t March & 3 April
2025

Online Q&As with Scotmid Membership team on Charity of the Year process

30th April 2025

Applications close at 4pm

Early May 2025

Applications are reviewed / shortlisted by Charity Panel

Mid-May 2025

Applicants advised of outcome - Shortlisted applicants present to Charity
Panel Meeting

Early June 2025

Shortlisted applicants are invited to meet and present to Charity Panel at
Scotmid Head office (Newbridge)

June 2025 New Charity Partner selected and advised

July 2025 Launch and in-store fundraising collateral designed, signed off & produced
August 2025 All collateral packed and sent to sites

September 2025 New Charity Partnership launched

*Scotmid’s Charity Panel consists of representatives from across the Society




Charity of The Year Criteria

Community Impact — The charity must deliver projects or services across our trading areas
(Scotland, Northern Ireland and North of England), ensuring strong relevance to our
communities.

Alignment with Scotmid Values — Charities should demonstrate a clear understanding of
Scotmid and how their values align with ours.

Resonance with Scotmid Members — The charity’s cause and brand should strongly connect
with Scotmid colleagues, members, and customers.

Fundraising & Communications — Applicants should have experience in delivering impactful
fundraising and communications campaigns tailored to partnership needs.

Dedicated Support — The charity should have the capacity to provide excellent support to
Scotmid colleagues, including a dedicated account management team. We would consider
ourselves to fall under a ‘community’ rather than a ‘corporate’ banner, working in real
partnership to fundraise and raise awareness alongside our charity partners.

Engagement — A thorough plan of how you will engage Scotmid colleagues, members, and
customers to support and promote fundraising, events and awareness initiatives.
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Key Expectations

Coverage across our trading areas - If your charity does not cover our full trading area, please indicate
the charity (or charities) you would partner with to ensure coverage across our trading areas of
Scotland, North of England and Northern Ireland. The applying charity should at least cover Scotland.

Merchandise - To help drive charity fundraising charities should be able to provide merchandise (e.g.
badges, pins) for sale in our stores on a sale-or-return basis—please include details at the application
stage. As a minimum we would seek charity merchandise across our sites comprising Scotmid, Lakes &
Dales Coop, Semichem stores and our Funeral division.

Engagement - Highlight the capacity (quantity and coverage) your charity would have to fundraise, run
collections and engagement events in our stores.

Fundraising Events - As a member-based society, our colleagues and members are passionate about
fundraising for our charity partnerships. Free places at events widen opportunities for our colleagues,
customers and members to fundraise for our charity partnership - please detail specific events and
number of free places available.

Collaboration - Please also include opportunities for collaboration and other fundraising activities.
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Submitting Your Application

1. Please complete the questionnaire at https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CharityPartner2025-26/

2. Please create a PDF document in support of your application.

This can be formatted however you wish, but the content must cover the points below and consist of no more than 4
pages. Please email the PDF with title ‘Charity Partnership Application’ to membership@scotmid.co.uk

This document and questionnaire would form the basis of our partnership, so please ensure they are accurate and
achievable.

* Indicate coverage including volunteer groups across our stores in Scotland, north England and Northern Ireland using
the store postcodes checkboxes on the previous page of this document.

* An organisation chart clearly showing fundraising/partnership team(s) — please highlight the people that would be
directly involved with the partnership.

* A partnership calendar including key dates, specific fundraising events, number of free places available, flagship
events and opportunities.

» Asuggested partnership/project tagline and social media tag(s).
* Specific details and photos of products to sell in our stores, please include a variety of price points.

The deadline for applications is 4pm on 30th April 2025.
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Good Luck!
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“We are blown away by the efforts made by the Scotmid family to raise funds and
awareness for Guide Dogs. Thanks to them, we are now in a position to raise and
train a whole litter of guide dogs and five new highly trained specialists — this will
help fund hundreds of people who struggle with sight loss.” Kyla McVicar, Business
Development Manager at Guide Dogs
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“We were delighted to partner with the Scotmid Co-operative family in 2018/19,
which was our most successful charity of the year partnership in Scottish SPCA’s
history raising an incredible £325,000. Support from Scotmid colleagues across the
country enabled us to deliver our ‘Prevention through Education’ programme
delivering workshops to 1818 schools and 124 community groups reaching over 60%
of Scotland’s school children! With Scotmid’s support we were able to spread the joy
of the human-animal bond further than ever before.

We’d encourage all charities to apply for this exciting opportunity to be Scotmid’s
next Charity of the Year partner. You’ll be combining forces with an incredible
organisation who really cares about making a massive difference in local
communities across the nation What are you waiting for? Apply today!”

Kirsteen Campbell, CEO Scottish SPCA
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Questions?

Join us for online Q&A sessions on:

* Tuesday 18t March 2025 at 2pm.
Join the meeting
Meeting ID: 393 320741 550
Passcode: K24qR2CQ

e Thursday 3™ April 2025 at 11am.
| Join the meeting
Stmid Meeting ID: 319 908 246 220

Dperative

Passcode: Lo7Zm7em
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